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YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC EYE 
Taking Photographs 

We began the course with a selfie project to help myself and the class get to 
know each other and see a little bit into who we are as photographers.  This 
next collection of assignments are meant to help introduce or resharpen your 
photographic skills. It is important to use your camera correctly to help capture 
the vision you have. Just like any skill or talent worth cultivating, practice is 
essential. Since digital photography is only limited to what your memory card 
can hold (usually 100s if not 1000s of photographs), you can learn through 
experimentation and the freedom to shoot as many photographs as you want.  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Assignments 

100 Shots 
Composition 
Smart Phone 
Found Faces 
Blink! 
Shot in the Dark
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100 Shots 
Go out and take 100 photos

Go for a walk, a sporting event, a  restaurant, the mall, anywhere

Post all 100 to your website as a gallery. Document where you went and what 
it was like to photograph with the goal being to shoot 100 photos.
!!
Shot in the Dark 
Find a location and study it for a few minutes

Close your eyes and take 20 photographs

Try to remember the space and compose your photographs

Get low, high, close

Make each shot different

Don't look to ll you've taken all 20

Look at each shot and ask, "Would I. Have taken that shot with my 
eyes open?" Post your answer and the 20 photographs to your 
website,  Select the most successful photo and present it on its 
own.  Explain why you chose it, use photographic terms (refer to 
composition)
!!
Composition 
“The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera.” Dorothea Lange !
You should strive to compose images that get attention and 
deliver your message. In general, good pictures result from 
careful attention to some basic elements of composition, 
together with appropriate lighting and an interesting subject.
!
There is, however, no “right” way to take a picture. Three 
photographers recording the same scene may create equally 
appealing photographs with entirely different compositions. By 
understanding the basic rules of composition, you can 
incorporate them into the way you ‘see’ with your camera.
!
COMPOSITION in the visual arts is: the arrangement of elements 
and their relationship to the background of an image.
!
Your assignment, Select 4 photographs that each adhere to at least two of the Rules of Composition. On 
your website explain which ones you used (or abused!). And why you believe the photo to be a successful 
one.  Along with the 4 photos, post the other photos you took as a gallery.
!
Here are some guidelines:
!
1. There are no rules (huh?). If you want to break any of these rules, go ahead. Just explain how and why 

on your website. Every element in a photograph should be present, and where it is, for a reason.

2. The eye is attracted to the largest, brightest, more favorably placed visual element in a photograph.

3. Use any or all elements to unify the picture.

4. All rules are overridden by rule #1.

5. Remember, while a novice can achieve quality images with these guidelines, artists who really know 

them often find creative ways to break them with excellent results.
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!
Found Faces !
Look around you and you can see a face anywhere.  It could be 
in the front of a car or truck to the look of a faucet or the way 
bolts in a dance look. For this assignment you will take a series 
of photographs of found faces. Be creative, pay attention to your 
surroundings, and keep a camera 
on you to be ready to photograph 
any found face you see.
!
For this assignment you will have 
to create a collage of 15-20 found 
faces.  The collage can be created 

using Photoshop or Picasa.  The faces should be FOUND not CREATED.  This 
should be posted to your website.  Describe your most successful found face 
and why you think it is the most successful.  What is about the found face that 
drew you to it? Where was the found face located?
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Smart Phone 30/30 !
You will use your smart phone to take 30 photographs every minute for 30 minutes.  You can go for a walk 
or be hanging out with friends, whatever you are doing, wherever you are, take the photos.
!
Once completed you will import to your website.  Create a new page and display your photos in a gallery or 
slideshow. Along with your photographs should be a when and where they were taken and what were you 
doing? Why did you decide to take these photographs?
!
You should post all 30 photos to a new page on your website as a gallery or slideshow.  Edit the photos 
using Photoshop or an app on your phone that gives you control over your editing choices, like Sanpseed or 

You can use apps like 
Camera+, Instagram, 
Snapseed, Pxlr and 
Camera Bag Wesley Fenlon
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!
Blink! 
Take a piece of cardboard 6x9"

Cut a 2.5x4" rectangle in the middle

Look through the hole in the cardboard and begin composing 
your photographs. Each time you want to take a "photo" blink.

Change the distance of the cardboard from your eye to 
simulate zoom

Pay attention to everything

Revisit the scenes with your camera and try to take the same 
photos you visualized.
!
For this assignment you will need to take 30 photographs and 
select 5 you feel are the strongest and best illustrate the 
objectives of this assignment.  Document the process and your reaction to it in your small notebook.  You will 
post all the photographs and your notes to your website.  Post the 30 photos as a gallery and the 5 separately 
as either a slideshow, gallery or individual photos, your choice.
!!
What You Need To Do !
Email me your weekly website, jsandomir@student.ccsd.edu
!
For these assignments you will be required to do the “100 Shots” assignment.  You will have the choice to do 
3 of the remaining 5 assignments, Composition, Smart Phone, Found Faces, Blink!, and Shot in the Dark. !
The first assignment, 100 Shots, will be due on Feb 28.  We will look at and discuss in class.

The next 3 assignments will be due each Friday thereafter (March 7, 14, & 21)
!
During the month you will have to critique 1 assignment of two of your classmates.
!!
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